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Legislative Council,
Thursday, 10th December, 1942.
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and basic wage varjat 20
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report, 3E. 198t
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Pig Jodustry Compensation, 2R., remaining s 1095
Ritral Relief Fund Aci. Amendment., 211..

stages 2001
Business Nnmea, 28, 2005

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 11
a.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Messages from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
following Bills:—

1, Legislative Council (Postponement of

Election}).
2, Legislative Assembly Duration and
(Gleneral Election Postponement,

3, Goldfields Water Supply Act Amend-

ment.

4, Congregational Chureh {(Lands) Amend-

ment.

5, Bush Fires Act Amendment.

6, Administration Act Amendment.

7, Road Closure.

8, Reserves.

9, West Australian Meat Export Works.

0, Death Duties (Taxing) Act Amend-
ment.

BILL—MOTOR SPIRIT AND 8UB-
STITUTE LIQUID FUELS.

Report.
Report of Committee adopted.

Third Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY [11.8]:

move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON. J. A DIMMITT (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) : I do not want to delay this
legislation but I feel that, as chairman of
the Select Committee, I should make a few
brief comments. We found that there was
quite & lack of knowledge regarding this
proposed legislation. The Minister in
charge of the Bill has not seen—mnor has
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anybody in Western Australia so far as we
could ascertnin—the agreement that has heen
entered into between the Commonwealth
and the Colonial Sugar Refining Company.
The nature of that agreement is unknown
cither to the Government or to the Minis-
ter. In fact, it is apparently known only
lo the two parties that signed the agree-
ment. It is stated, however, that there is a
definite period mentioned in the agreement,
but the length of the period was not re-
vealed in any of the correspondenee or any
of the files nor js it known to the Minister,

However, we can see no reason for sug-
gesting that the legislation should bhe de-
laved. Apparently it is necessary in order
that the project may be gone on with; but
there docs scem to be n good deal of con-
fusion, as is mentioned in the report, in
regard to the method of distribution. While
the Federal Minister in charge of this
activity indieated that the blenders and dis-
tributors wounld he the major peirol eom-
panies, the Minister in charge of the Bill
in this State had a somewhat different view.
His viewpoint is that the service station pro-
prietors should, in effect, serve the two dif-
ferent spirits in the proportions decided
upon to the customers at the time of the
purchage. When this point was discussed
with witnesses, it was revealed that support
was given in every instance to the contention
of the Federal authorities, exeept by the
Minister in charge of the Bill. The Federal
contention is that the petrol companies
should he the only ones to handle the sunb-
stitute fuel and blend it with the genunine
spirit we have bren aceustomed to use.

The Seleet Committee therefore recom-
mended in its report that the major petrol
distributors shouid be the only people to
handie and blend. They have the facilities
and machinery neeessary, and it would be
more economical for those large concerns to
bandle lavge quantities and do all the mix-
ing and distributing, thereby saving double
handling and so on, which would make the
work more economiecal. It was agreed by
the Colonial Sugar Refining Co., the mana-
ger of Petrol Pools, Ltd., and by the presi-
dent and secretary of the Service Station
Proprietors Association—as well as by the
Federal Minister concerned—that that should
be done. With these few comments, I wish
to assure members that the Seleet Com-
mittee saw no reason why the House shonld
not pass the Bill.
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HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan}: I support the remarks of Mr.
Dimmitt, and would like to add a couple of
points. For reasons of economy and because
the evidence tendered did not suggest the
necessity for any amendment to the Bill, the
evidenee has not been printed, but it will he
available for members to read, and I trust
that all those who are interested in the mat-
fer, particularly as users of petrol, will
peruse the report because it will make clear
to them certain divections in which in the
past the cost of petrol to the consumer has
been quite unnecessarily increased. The
other point I shall mention jis the continu-
ance of this arrangement under which con-
sumers are to be compelled to use a certain
percentage of petrol manufactured from
wheat. The percentage is likely to be small—
I should say not more than 10 per cent. of
the total—and for that reason the inerease
in cost that will be invelved will be compara-
tively small. At the same time, the Select
Committee was unanimously of opinion that
while it might he a legitimate argument for
the proposal that it had heen established for
war purposes—as to the advisability of the
establishment of this manufacture for war
purposes or not, that had nothing to do with
the commitiee; it has been done, and we offer
ne opinion in that regard—it is reasonable
to suppose it should be tapered off and not
closed down immedintely the war ceases.

The ecommittee was of opinion, having re-
gard to the priee of wheat and the cost of
converting it into petrol, that the industry
should not be indefinitely prolonged unless i
wag on a reasonably economie basis. The
buying of cheap wheat and turning it inta
dear petrol would not seem to be justifiable
on any ground other than war purposes,
The final paragraph in the committee’s
recommendations to the Government is that
it should nse its best endeavours to see that
all materials required for the construetion of
the plant, if they can he profitebly manufae-
tured within the State, shonld be manufac-
tured here; that is, if it ean be done in com-
petition with the other States. If that can
be done, not only will it be of advantage to
the industries of this State, but it will do
away with a lot of transport that would
otherwise be necessary.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (in reply):
Members will realise that the Bill hag been
brought forward only because of the decisien
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of the Commonwealth Government to pro-
ceed with the proposal to erect distilleries in
certain States of the Commonwealth, All
will agree that we would be very foolish in-
deed to put anything in the way of the es-
tablishment of a distillery in Western Aus.
tralia. That is one reason why, I should say,
the Seleet Committee came to the conelusion
that no good purpose would be served by
delaying the passage of the Bill. One point
wag raised during the debate to which I
could not reply at the time because I had
not the necessary information at my dis-
posal. The point raised was as to what part
the Colonial Sugar Refining Co. Ltd. is to
play in this project, The Minister for In-
dustrial Development has received a letter
from the acting gencral manager of the com-
pany, and it was macde available to me this
morning. It sets out briefly what is the ae-
tual position. The letter is as follows:—

It is appareat from extracts from ‘‘Han-
sard’’ that some confusion exists in eertain
quarters in Western Australia as to the rela-
tions between this company and the Common-
wealth Government in connection with the dis-
tilleries which are being ecrected in four States
for the production of power aleohol from
wheat.

We are therefore placing the following facts
before you as the Minister in charge of the
Substitute Ligquid Fuels Bill, so that the general
pogition can be clarified.

In July, 1941, when it bhecame known that
the Commenwealth Government intended to
supplement the liquid fuel available in Aus-
tralia by building further distilleries to make
power aleohol from wheat, the Colenial Sugar
Refining Co., Ltd. offered to erect and operate
these new distillerics for the Government.

In February, 1942, an agreement was signed
between this company and the Commonwealth
Government whereby this offer was ratified.
The hasis of this agreement is that the Com-
monwealth Government entirely finances the
erection and operation of these distilleries, the
company acting as contracting agent for the
Commonwealth in both phasea with the operat-
ing period fixed for n specified time dating fromr
the signing of the agreement.

To ensure the suecessful marketing of the
power aleohel and the blending of thie with
petrol, the Commenwealth agreed to use its
beat endeavours to procure the passage of such
legislation as may be necessary im each State.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatech: Do you know
whether the agreement is on the eost-plus
sy¥stem?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot
say. The agreement is between the company
and the Commonwealth Government, and T
have no knowledge of its terms. 1 remind
members that the Department of Industrial
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Development is quite a live concern, ond it
it is possible to secure for this State the
manufacture of any equipment that may be
pecessary for the distilleries, they may be
sure that the department will go as far as
possible with a view to our being sueccessful
in that direction.
Question pat und passed.

Bill read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Report, ete.
Report of Committee ndopted.

Bill read a third time and returned io the
Assembly with amendmecnts.

BILL—LOAN, £310,000,
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [1122] in
moving the second reading said: Whenever a
Loan Bill reaches this Chamber, we may look
for an early termination of the session. 1t
has been my ecustom when introducing a
Loan Bill to give whatever information [ ¢an
for the bencfit of members, and 1 proposne
to act similarly on this occasion. By this
Bill Parlinment is asked to authorise the
raising of a sum of £310,000 for the eon-
struetion of certain public works and other
services, As our loan expenditure for the
year 1941-42 was just over 50 per cent. of
the amount voted on the Estimates, there re
sufficient anthority vemaining on most 1tems
te permit the carrying out of onr programme:
for the current vear; therefore this Bill is
to anthorise the raising of additicnal money
for those works on which the existing
authority is inadequate to meet the propesed
expenditure, and fo provide for certain nrew
projects, details of which will be submitted.

The amount for which authority is sought
by this Bill is, I am informed, the fowest
since responsible government was first estab-
lished in Western Australia. There have,
of ecourse, been rare occasions when there was
no Loan Bill. T think this happened in 1914
and 1917, Last vear, when introducing the
Loan Bill, I drew the aitention of members
to the fact that the amount for which
authority was then sought was the smallest
sinec 1919. T told the House that curtail-
ment of spending other than for war pur-
poses was reflected in the smaller amount
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then asked for. The amount now sought, I
submit, is further evidence of the severe cur-
tailment deemed necessary beeause of the
need for devoting as much as possible of the
available loan money to war purposes. Or-
dinary developmental expenditure for this
vear is therefore on a comparatively small
scale. Only a few years ago State Goveru-
ments were endeavouring to finance works in
order to provide employmen. Today there
is the greatest diffieulty in obtaining labour
and supplies of material to earry out what
are essential works—even works which are
essential to the prosecution of the wayr effort.

f)n the outhreak of war the then Prime
Minister appealed to the State Premiers to
assist the Commonwealth Government by re-
strieting their loan requirements to works
which had a defence value or which were
immediately necessary for the development
of thejr States. All the States, I think, have
shown a commendnble desire to co-operate in
this respeet. Certain activities had to be
maintained, such as railways, water supplies,
rords, sewerage works, ete. The Common-
wealth to a great extent is dependent upon
these activities. They can be said to be vital
to the war effort. With the rapid extension
of the needs of the Commonweatth for eamps,
the erection of new munition factories and
the expansion of existing factories, a heavy
burden has been placed nwpon the States to
provide the various services which the re-
quirements demand.

This State, as is well known, has not par-
ticipated in the expenditure of Common-
wealth moneys for defence works to the same
degree as have some of the other States;
nevertheless we have had to earry out works
for the Commonwealth Government which at
times have imposed a severe strain on our
resourees, In those diffieult circumstances
the Covernment has endeavoured to earry on
as best it ean, We have, however, under-
taken fo restrict our loan requirements to a
minimum; and in this connection it is worthy
of note that during the last financial year no
public loan was floated for State purposes.
Last vear proceeds. from loan amounted to
£757,655. Of this amount, £130,382 com-
prised the balance of the State's share of a
loan raised by the Commonwealth in April,
1941. From the investment of trust and
other funds, £34,240 was realised, and the
remainder “was part of Josns totalling
£600,000 from the Commonwealth Savings
Bank, that being the amonnt available to the
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State under the Savings Bank Transfer
Agreement, nnder the provisions of which
the State may take as a loan up to 70 per
eent, of the increase in depositors’ balances
each quarter. Intevest is payable on this at
the rate of 3 per ecent., this being in con-
formity with the agreement by which the
State pays 1 per cent. above the rate paid by
the bank on deposits. Expenditure amount-
ing to £6,967 was incurred against & eonver-
sion loan in November, 1941; and this, de-
ducted from £600,000, leaves an amount of
£593,033 to the eredit of the General Loan
Fund. 8inee the transfer of the State Sav-
ings Bank in 1931, we have up to the pre-
sent time obtained loans under the agreement
referred to amounting to no less than
£3,065,000,

During the financial year 1941-42 there
were three public flotations by the Common-
wealth. The first was the November, 1941,
cash and conversion loan of £100,000,000,
which was fully subscribed. In this oper:-
tion £30,000,000 cash wag required for wav
purposes, and any subseriptions over that
amount were to be applied to the redemption
of unconverted holdings. The other two
flotations in February and June of 1942,
each of £35,000,000, were for war purposes,
and in both cases were fully snbscribed. Inm-
terest rates on all these loans were the same,
namely, 314 per cent, for 16 or 17 years,
with Government option of redemption after
eight or nine years, respectively, and 215 pev
cent, for shorter terms of four or five years.
The suecess of these loans would seem to
indicate that interest has become stabilised
at those rates. Regarding our eash require-
ments for the current year, it is probable
that the amount availahle from the Savings
Bank and from other local sonrees wilt again
be sufficient; but if nof, arrangements have
been made wherehy the Commonwealth Bank
will finanee this and other States by means
of Treasury bills.

Turning now to the Loan Estimates, the
loan expenditure for last year was estimated
at £1,482,000. The actual expenditure was
£850,085, leaving a balanee of £631,915, In
order to reconcile these figures with those
which appear in the Estimates, it is necessary
lo take in expenditure from Loan Suspense
which deals with expenditure met in eash in
one year, but not authorised until the follow-
ing year. The expenditure for 1941-42 was
£791,951, from which has to be subfracted an
amount of £78,928 representing anthority for
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expenditure from Loan Suspense in the pre-
ceding year. This leaves an amount of
£713,023, and to this is added ezpenditure
from Loan Suspense in 194142 representing
expenditure incurred in that year but not
aunthorised in the Estimates. When that sum
is added to the net figure already mentioned,
the cash expenditure for the year is £850,085.

The utilities which contributed in the main
to the decrease in the estimated expenditure
were—

Decrc£ase.

Railways—Additions and im-
provementsa to opened railways 45,884
Railways—Roliingstoek 30,497
Tramways .. . 75,344
Blectricity Supply 123,865

Much of this saving was due fo the non-
arrival of certain machinery ordered for the
Midland Junction Workshops. The reduction
in expendifure on rollingstock was due to &
concentration of effort on munitions work,
to the exelusion of some of the programme
for the provision of additional rollingstock.
It is hoped, however, that much of the ar-
rears will be overtaken this financial year.
Regarding the tramways, trolley busey which
were covered by last year's Estimates had
been ordered from Canton, but did not arrive
within the financial year. The chassis have
sinee been delivered and the expenditure is
included in this year’s Estimates. The de-
crease of £123,865 on account of Electricity
Supply ia also explained by the non-arrival
of material for the ring main feeder for
Perth and certain equipment for the Cottes-
loc transmission station. Decreases in esti-
mated expenditure on water supply in agri-
cultural areas amounting to £178,297, on
Goldfields Water Supply to £39,642, Metro-
politan Watar Supply £34,688, and sewerage
and drainage works £38,159, were occasioned
by the curtailment of the works concerned
throngh the necessity to concentrate all
available manpower on defence works.

The (Commonwealth Manpower Regula-
tions have heen applied to the goldmining in-
dustry, with the resnlt that only £16,848 was
expended out of an amount of £35,000 which
was set aside for mssistance to varions gold-
fields bodies and to prospectors. The de-
crease in this connection was £18,152. Those
were the main items on whick deereases were
achieved in respeet of the estimated loan
expenditure. There were several increases:
For instance, an amount of £8,387 was in-
curred on account of the Lske Campion
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alunite deposits, and £24,611 on air-raid pre-

cantions. The Estimates did not provide for

AR.P. expenditure as it was understood that
loan programmes would be inereased, if
necessary, to mecet the needs of the State.
We had sufficient funds in hand at the end
of the year for this purpose, so there was no
need fo make represeniations to the Common-
wealth for further money. An amount of
£74,064 for the W.A. Meat Export Works
wag another item for which no provision was
made on the Estimates. Members are fully
awave of the negotiations leading up to the
purchase of these works by the State.
Regarding onr Loan Estimates for 1942-43,
the amount requnired is estimated at £952,000
—an increase of £101,915 over the amount
expended for the financial year ended the
30th June, 1942. In many cases the added
expenditure this year is doe te the arrival
of material which was included in the Esti-
mates last year, but which did not arrive in
fime to be included in the year's fipures. Be-
cause of existing eircumstances it is not pro-
posed to embark on new works of any mag-
nitude. The estimate is slightly in excess of
our approved programme. I have already
explained, however, that we have in hand
cash in excess of our programme. It is,
therefore, thought desirable to obtain the ap-
proval of Parhiament to the appropriation of
the money, even though all of it may not he
spent this fnancial year. :

In dealing with items of estimated expen-
diture, I shall endeavour to give members
a brief survey of the proposals eoncerned.
If any further details are degired I shall be
only too pleascd to supply them. Depart-
mental expenditure, which covers adminis-
tration costs and is a charge against the
various loan works, is estimated to amount
to £40,000, compared with an expenditnre
last year of £62,008. When the Budget was
being introduced in another place, it was
pointed out that in some cases departmental
salaries showed an increase, due to the fact
that salaries which in the past had been re-
bated from loan works would now have
to be charged direet to revenue.  This
accounts for the decrease in the charge
against the Loan Estimates this year.

Regarding Railways, Tramways and Elec-
tricity Supply, the estimated expenditure for
this yeor is £361,000. Last year the expen-
diture was £80,410—an incréase for this
year of £280,500. This year's estimate in-
eludes an amount of £30,491 for the com-
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pletion of machinery and building additions
at the Midland Junetion Workshops, A sum
of £10,000 has also been set astde for new
machinery, A new coaling plant and turn-
table at Northam, an extension to the loeo.
workshops and the provision of new works,
are items included in the railway require-
ments.

Work which was being carried out on
“8Y class locomotives will of neeessity have
10 be continued thiz vear, and an amounnt
of £43,796 is included in the Estimates for
this purpose. It is expected that the Tram-
wavs will expend £63,173 to finalise the pay-
ment on the 18 trolley buses seeured from
Canton.  The Inglewood tram cextensions
and the munitions faetory tram extension
are other items under Tramways expenditure
wlich has been provided for this year, whilst
Electricity Supply will involve an expendi-
ture of £39417 for the completion of the
ring main feeder eable to supply the city of
Perth, in addition to which £20,862 will be
required for the Cottesloe transmission line.
Last year the actual expenditure on Har-
hours and Jetties was £91,334. The estimate
for this year is £82,500—a decrease of
£8,831.  Most of this year's expenditure
will he in eonneetion with the slipway at
Fremantle. This work has been eompleted
but there are still a few outstanding accounts
to be paid. TUnder this heading provision
has been made for an amount of £15,000
for the continugnec of reeconstruetion work
an the North Quayv,

Desaling with Water Supplies, T find that
the cstimate for this vear s £157,500,
whereas the actual expenditure incurred last
vear was £304,330, this representing a de-
crease of £146,830. The biggest items of
expenditure relate to the Goldfields Water
Supply, for which £67,500 is provided as
ngainst £73,000 cxpended in the preceding
year, and water supplies in agricultural
arcas, for which £34,000 is estimated this
year compared with £122,000 expended last
vear. Last year's expenditure was mosily
incurred at the Stirling dam to the extent
of £80,000, and for the Harvey irrigation
channels which cost £22,000. Tt is proposed
to continue the work of the renovation of
the main econduit, this heing estimated
to cost £15,000. This is considered necessary
from 2 defence point of view. The provi-
sion of £26,381 for a water supply to the
Lake Campion alunite works is an item
under this heading. The main work to be
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undertaken in agricultural areas relates to
the provision of a water supply at Boyup
Brook for the flax industry. An amount of
£24,000 has been set aside for this purpose.

Members are no doubt aware of the great
expansion which has taken plaece in flax
growing in this State, a work which has
been earried out at the request of the Com-
monwealth Government. It is proposed to
crect at Boyup Brook a retting mill which
will require large quantities of water. An
application has been made to the Common-
wealth Government to meet part of the cost,
and the Government is hopeful that the
application will meet with success. If our
request is granted it will mean that the resi-
dents of Boyup Brook will also be able to
enjoy an adequate water supply, though they
will be required to pay the maximum rate—
3s. in the £—for the water. The mill will
also be able to obtain water at a price which
will enable the flax to be treated at a profit.
Though the flax industry has heen com-
menced purely as a war effort, we have hopes
that, as a result of many climatic advantages
we possess, we may be able to see the grow-
ing of flax established as a luerative rota-
tion crop in the Boyup Breok district and
in other parts of the South-West,

The expenditure for last year on the
alunite deposits at Lake Campion was
£8,387. The estimate for this financial year
is £89,000—an increase of £80,613. It is
hoped that the works will be in operation
early in 1943. The items comprising the
Votes for agriculture, assistance to settlers
and forest regeneration are estimated to re-
quire £49,500 as against £95,302 spent in the
previous year—a reduction of £45,802. The
estimates inelude an amount of £3500 re-
quired to complete the concreting of the sale-
yards at Midland Junetion,

An estimate of £2,000 covers the experi-
wmental work at the Ord River in the Kim-
berley district. This is for work which is
being carried out there in the growing of
various grasses. The Government is carry-
ing out this experimental work now, in order
that it may satisfy itself as to the possi-
bilities for closer settlement in the Kimber-
leys. We hope that if the experiments arc
successful we may be able to induce the
Commonwealth Government to render assist-
ance to inaugurate a scheme of land settle-
.ment in the far north as part of the recon-
struetion work to he undertaken after the
war. -

[COUNCIL.]

Provision for an amount of £20,000 has
heen made for assistance to settlers and in-
dustries, At this stage it is not known what
amount will be required, but we have made
provision to meet eventunalities, and, c¢on-
sistent with Government policy, there will
be no hesitation in providing money for
assistance to establish remunerative indus-
tries. For pine planting and forest regen-
eration, £20,000 is set down. This represents
a substantial reduction on the amount spent
last year, namely, £46,557, This year's esti-
mate for public buildings is £40,000. The
expenditure last year was £27,859. Money
in this connection is required for certain
works which have not yet been completed.

An amount of £8,123 has been set aside
for the egg drying plant building at West
Perth. This building has been erected with
the assistance of the Commonwealth, which
is finding bhalf the cost and has provided the
machinery. On the completion of the war
the Commonwealth will have the right to re-
mave the machinery or to sell it to the State,
If the building is no longer required as an
ege drying plant, it will form a very useful
addition to the accommodation at the Perth
Markets. The egg drying plant is now in
operation, and it is hoped that it will prove
a profitable venture for the Government.
An amount of £5,800 is included in the Esti-
mates for the completion of the Fremantle
Technical High School, whilst several smaller
amounts have been set aside for sewerage
work at the Old Men's Home, for improve-
ments to the Perth Police Barracks, and for
internal shelters for Government buildings,
ete.

The Estimates include an amount of
£76,000 for the Perth Hospital. Unfor-
tunately, due to defence requirements, it was
necessary to stop the work on the building
for a while, but at the time of the comple-
tion of the building operations several con-
tracts had been entered into and these will
have to be carried out. In addition, there
are several outstanding accounts which will
have to be met this yvear. Though the amount
appears to be rather substantial, there will
be no waste, because machinery or equip-
ment required for the building, which may
have to be paid for this year, will be kept
in safe castody until the work is continued.
A fairly large proportion of the estimated
expenditure this year on the Perth Hespital
is for the provision of lifts. A contract
was let and could not be cancelled, unless
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by the payment of fairly heavy penalties to
the contractor. Armangements have been
made whereby some of the lower floors of
the new building ean be used in the event of
an air raid.

Under the remaining miscellaneons items
the estimated expenditure is £44,000, as com-
pared with last year’s expenditure of
£133,250, Of this year’s Estimates £12,000
is for additional equipment and machinery
for the State Engineering Works at North
Fremantle, where very large defence ovders
are being carried out. Work is also pro-
ceeding on the provision of certnin ameni-
ties in order to bring the eomfort of the men
employed there up to standard somewhat
comparable to that which obtains at the Mid-
land Junection Workshops. An amount of
£25,000 has been set aside for air raid pre-
cautions, whilst £4,000 has been provided
for the W.A. Meat Export Works, this
amount being necessary for the installation
of additional machinery.

That eompletes my remarks on the main
items covered by the Loan Estimates. Though
the whole of the funds available for the year
have heen allocated, it does not mean that sll
the money available will be expended. If it
is possible to effect savings, it will be done.
On the other hand, if the need arises for as-
sistance to be rendered in order to prosecute
the war effort, the Government will not hesi-
tate to provide the necessary funds. Also,
if it appears that some worth-while industry
requires finaneial assistance which cannot he
obtained from other sources, the Government
will be pleased to give whatever assistance 15
within its finnneial power,

T feel sure that all members will agree with
me that, quite apart from the dangerous days
in which we are living, due to the war, the
present stage is one of great importance in
our economie life. Therefore, if the occasion
arises by which an opportunity exists for the
establishment of some industry which could
possibly be useful in the reconstruetion
period, then every effort should be made in
the direction of such development. In the
main those remarks cover the items included
in the Loan Bill on this oceasion. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. A, THOMAON (South-East)}: It is
usual for the Loan Bill te go throngh without
much discussion, hut I want to mention one
or two matters which this debate offers me
the opportunity. We have heard a most in-
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leresting statement by the Chief Secretary.
As usual, the money has been spent or allo-
caled to works in regard to which membery
really have little say, aithough we are asked
to pass this Bill. At the risk of being aec-
cused of repeating myself, I still maintain
that both Houses of Parliament should form
a joint public works committee so that mem-
bers would have an opportunity to investi-
gate some of the work done. However, that
is probably a pions wish on my part. I have
diseussed it on many occasions but have not
met with suecess. If ever I am or my party
ig in a position to carry out my desire, I sin-
cerely hope it will be done, and that a little
more information will be made available so
that members will be able to do something
practieal in the administration of the country.

I understood the Chief Secretary to say
that £63,000 would have to be found to pay
for the trolley-lms chassis which we secured
after the fall of Hong Kong. I am {old those
trolley-buses are performing a useful func-
tion. I draw the attention of the Government
to the nnfortunate position in which many
mothers find themselves owing to the erowded
transport. Tram after tram passes, and it is
quite a common thing for women with young
children to have to walk a considerable dis-
tance because trams are not in a position
to take prams or go-carts. The suggestion
that the trams should put on an sdditional
bar, in the same way as the trolley-buses and
onmihuses, to carry one or two more prams,
might wel]l be eonsidered.

Personal friends of mine have had dis-
tressing experienceg in this regard. On oc-
easions they have hod to stand on the street
rorner While anything from nine to ten trams
have gone by without picking them up be-
rause they were already carrying two prams.
Metropolitan members will perhaps forgive
me for mentioning something which, after all,
is of vital interest to them, but the partienlar
ease to which I am referring involves people
from the eountry. The motormen have their
instruetions and ean only carry two prams in
the front of the tram. Sometimes they
become a litile more generous. Womenfolk
living in rooms in the suburbs have no other
means by which to get into the city to make
their purcbases. To earry out the sugges-
fion T have made would not entail a great
expenditure, but it might mean a con-
siderable amelioration of the present condi-
tions,



1988

The Chief Seeretary: Do you know of any
other country where it is allowed?

Fon. A. THOMSON: The point is this:
Rails are provided on the backs of the
trolley-buses and omnibuses. There does not
seem to he any insurmountable difficulty in
fitting such rails to the trams. While it
may not be done in other countries, it eould
be done here, in view of the present war
conditions under which we are living. In
many instances the only hope that a woman
has to get into town is to catch a tram and
ride to the terminus, and join the queue for
the return journey.

Hon. J. Cornell: If they took four, it
would be only a drop in the ocean.

Hon. A. THOMSON: It would be of
gome assistance. I was late this morning
and just missed one tram and had to stand
on the corner for some time. Each fram
that passed was packed. I do not blame the
tramways. We want to encourage the in-
crease of our population, and for that reason
I hope the Minister will make a note of what
I have said and submit my suggestion as
something requiring immediate attention. A
lot has been said about the rollingstock of
our railways. I would like to know whether
payment, or credit, is being given for the
valoe of the rollingstock which has been
transferred to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment,

Hon. J. Cornell: That was mentioned 1n
“The West Australian” the other day.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I did not see it.
Hon. J. Cornell: About £25,000 of loan
money was taken into revenue,

Hon. A. THOMSON: I realise the diffi-
culties of the Railway Department, but 1
would like to have that information. I
did not see it in the Press. 1 am pleased
to know that the Government is making
provision for the overhauling of its engines.
There was a disastrous happening in the
Swan View ftunnel recently owing to the
lack of veniilation, and a similar aceident
might oceur again, To remedy this might
be regarded as an urgent work for which
funds could be provided. I am of opinion
that several ventilating shafts could be con-
strueted to carry off the fumes from the
tunnel. T have often wondered why some-
thing of the kind has not been done, and
I suggest that this would be an economical
way of overcoming the difficulty. It was
fortunate that the engine was not drawing
a passenger train.
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Hon. J, Cornell: We are fortunate that
guch a long time elapsed before it happened.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, but unfortun-
ately it has happened.

Hon. J. Cornell: A winze or two should
be put in.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Two or three bore
holes.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I bave not heen
able to find that additional provision has
been made in the Loan Estimates for
workers’ homes,

The Honorary Minister: We cannot build
them.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Under the National
Security Regulations, T presume that the
Workers’ Homes Board is not permitted to
build houses.

The Honorary Minister: And we cannot
get the labour.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Material also is
frozen. Let me point out an anomalous
position that has arisen under the National
Security Regulations. A definite bardship
is being imposed upon the thrifty person
and the worker who, owing to the shortage
of homes for renting, is endeavouring to
buy. A house that would have cost about
£800 before the war is available for one
who has the cash {o pay for it, provided the
owner, who may bhave been called up for
service or heen transferred to some other
part, has permission to sell. A worker has
perhaps £200, but under the regulations
that is not sufficient, hecause no morigage
of an amount over £500 is permitted. If a
man has £150 or £200 cash and desires to
buy a home costing £800, hecause a mort-
gage of about £600 would be involved, the
transaction is nopt sanctioned. Many people
in that unfortunate position have been de-
barred from purchasing homes. 1 hope that
the Chief Secretary will inquire into the
matler and that the Government will repre-
sent to the Commonwealth the definite hard-
ships being imposed upon people who have
only a small amount to offer as a deposit
on & home.

The present regulations, instead of pro-
tecting the small man, seem to be uninten-
tionally protecting the person with sufficient
money to buy a home outright. I under-
stand that the regulations were introduced
to prevent investors from purchasing pro-
perty instead of putting their money into
war loans. If a purchaser ean pay ecash
and the owwner has permission to sell, the



[10 DEcexBER, 1942.]

purchaser may buy homes and let them,
while the smail men js debarred from secur-
ing a home on terms. I know the Chief Sce-
retary would not be sympathetic toward this
state of affairs, but that is the unfortunate
position created by the National Security
Regulations. The Workers’ Homes Board
cannot build because of the shortage of
labour, because material is frozen in the
interests of the war effort and because of
the restrictions under National Seeurity
Regulations. We do not want o grease the
fat pig while the poor man goes without.

Apparently the Government is continuing
the practice of taking into Consolidated Rov-
enue the whole of the profit of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust and then borrowing
money for the earrying out of harbour im-
provements.  This is not a businesslike
method, but it has been the practice for
many years. '

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) : We are
indebted to the Chief Secretary for the addi-
tional details he has given eovering this ex-
penditure of £310,000 of loan money, be-
cause there is not much information in the
Bill itself. If I mistake not, the Minister
referred to the spending of a sum of money
on the Fremantle slip, but the Bill refers to
Fremantle harbour works. We are in need
of money to repair the Geraldton slip. For
some months I was in tonch with the Under
Sceretary for Public Works with a view to
getting that slip put in order, and he told
me that the engineers were kept very busy
at Fremantle on naval work. In conse-
quence of the delay in effecting repairs to
the Geraldten slip, fishing boats, a number of
which make Geraldton their headquarters,
have to come to Fremantle every few months
to be clenned and repaired. These boats fish
as Far north as Shark Bay and therefore
this matter shonld be of interest to the mem-
bers representing the North Provinee.

From every point of view it is necessary
that we have a slip at Geraldton capable
of dealing with the boats of the fishing fleet.
These are not ordinary fishing smacks; they
are luggers of some hundreds of tons, and a
slip capable of dealing with boats of the
heavier tonnage is badly needed. T have ne
objection to work heing done on the slip at
Fremantle and do not ask for anything to
the exelusion of Fremantle, but it wonld be
very helpful if we had a ship at Geraldion
capable of accommodating the larger fish-
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ing boats. I hope this matter will not be
overlooked. ’

A suggestion has often been made in this
Chamber by Mr., Thomson that a publie
works committee should be appointed. Noth-
ing but zood could result from the appoint-
ment of such a eommittee. I cannot under-
stand why members here do not form a depu-
tation to wait upon the Minister and stress
the importance of this matter. But it has
been left to My. Thomson principally fo urge
the need for such a committee. Why should
not the Government favour its appointment?
T commend Mr. Thomson for his suggestion
regarding the carrying of prams by trolley
huses and trams. We are continnally urging
the need for large families to populate this
country, but when mothers are eonsiderably
inconvenienced in the transport of their
children, one begins to wonder whether we
are really serious in our advoeacy of larger
families.

Members will agree that Mr. Thom-
son is also to be commended for his refer-
ence to the effect of National Security Regu.-
lations on the building and bhuying of homes.
I hope the Government will see that the sec-
tion of the community so badly in nced of
homes and unable to put up a substantial
deposit will reeeive consideration. An
easement of existing conditions ean be
granted only if the State Government makes
representations to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmont. If this disability is pointed out,
I feel sure that the Commonwealth will
aceede to the reguest of the State and afford
the desired relief.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East}: I would not
have risen to speak on the Bill had it not
been for the reference made by the Chief
Secretary to the egg-drying plant. I eon-
gratulate the Minister for Agriculture on
ostablishing that plant. It seems to me a
terrible thing that the industry should have
got into sueh a parlons eondition before steps
were taken fo erect a plant. At .the time,
nbout 3,000 eases of eggs in this State were
not wanted by anyone. Merehants would not
buy them. I do not know what happened in
regard to those eggs, but they were respon-
sible for bringing the authorities up fo the
mark, and eventually the epg-drying plant
was erecied. .

Unless some drastic alterations are made
in the egg industry at onee, there will be no
eggs for the plant to treat, owing to the
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extraordinary attitude adopted by the Com-
monwealth authorities, particularly the Priee
Fixing Commissioner. The industry today is
indeed in a sorry plight. It is now two
months since I was instrumental in forming
a deputation to the Assistant Minister for
Commerce, when we pointed out the anoma-
lies. Some action has been taken this week,
but not nearly enongh to put the industry
on a proper basis.

Hon, J. Cornell: Is the hen falling down
on her job?

Hon. G. B, WOOD: The people who own
the hen are likely to go ont of the industry.
I wag at a meeting at Armadale yesterday
and was impressed by the attitude adopted by
the egg-producers. Mofions were passed ask-
ing Mr. Curtin whether he wanted the indus-
try to be continued and, if not, whether he
thought those engaged in it shonld go into the
Army. That is the attitude heing adopted by
the producers. I shall have a little more to
say about it in a moment.

Hon. A. Thomson: There is & fair margin
for the people selling the oggs—3d. per
dozen.

Houn. G. B, WOOD: That is so. I am
sorry that I am not in another place, so that
I could put the matter dircetly before the
Minister for Agriculture, but I hope the Min-
ister in charge of this Chamber will do so.
I hope control of the industry will be taken
from the Commonwealth authorities. We in
this State are too far behind the producers of
eggs in the Eastern States. If there is a rise
in the priee of eggs in the Eastern States, we
are always two months behind in sceuring the
henefit of it. I ean assure members that the
industry has suffered in that respect to the
extent of £2,000 or £3,000 during that period.
While on this question, I shall read members
a letter which I received a few days ago deal-
ing with this and other matters—mostly with
the Price Fixing Commissioner, hut 1 shall
not refer to that portion. Every weck, and
sometimes twice a week, during the past two
monthg efforts have been made to induce the
Price Fixing Commissioner to bring this
State into line with the Eastern States. The
letter is from Mr. Hoops, who is the presi-
dent of the poultry seetion of the Primary
Producers’ Association, and a member of the
Voluntary Egg Stabilisation Committee. He
says—

Western Australian egg prices are the lowest

of any State in the Commonwealth and the
feeding costs are the highest in any State ex-
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cept Queensland. On December lst the Com-
monwealth price of egg-powder was to be in-
creased from 10%d. per pound te 1s. per
pound. A provisp was attached to this state-
ment by Mr. Senlly. This was that the increased
price would oaly operate and be paid if it was
not higher than the local price fixed .by the
Prices Commissioner in the State. Owing to
the refusal of price increase here, differential
treatment will not only be given to all other
States over W.A. producers on loeal sales, but
aleo on all eggs purchased by the Common-
wealth for drying here. The whole position ia
a scandal which requires drastie action.
Through the stubborn ignorance of the Prices
Commissioner in Canberra, the cgg-producers
are losing thousands of pounds. The State will
suffer severely, as now there will be a very
seriovd shortage of cggs which will entail dras-
tic rationing and if the present situation is not
quickly altered there will be very few cggs for
the drying plant mext year.

Hon. T. Moore: That is a fact.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: A sorry fact, too.
Having established this plant, we shall And
that Western Austyalia will not be prodacing
enongh eggs to keep it working.

Hon. A. Thomson: What is the remedy?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: T think it is this: Sir
Hal Colchateh vecently said there was no
need for the cstablishment of a statutory
board. He asked what reasons ean he ad-
vanced for the establishment of a statutory
board, particularly ag the job is now being
done satisfactorily on a voluntary basis? But
the job is not being done satisfactorily on a
voluntary basis, Mr. Hoops and other of my
friends among the producers arc definitely of
opinion that a statutory hoard is the only
remedy for the present parlous position.
The large meeting at Armadale last night to
which I referred was in favour of the estah-
lishment of a statutory bosrd. Among the
producers who attended the meeting were
many who previously were against the setting
up of such a board, but they have now
changed their mind. A petition was cirenlated
in regard to the matter and in three days 65
signatures were obtained from producers who
favoured the establishment of a statutory
board. Only 50 signatures were required, but
the 65 were obtained at Armadale, Madding-
ton and Mundijong. The hills district was
not touched at all. I hope these maiters will
be placed before the Minister for Agrieul-
ture by the Minister in charge of this House.
1 support the seeond reading of the Bill

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East): What
strikes me about the Bill is the amount pro-
vided for, £310,000, as against former pro-
visions of £1,000,000 or £1,500,000. The
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principal item with which I wish to deal is
the alunite industry. I am quite convinced
the Minister was furnished with ineorrect
information when he replied to certain ques-
tions I asked in connection with this indus-
try. Members will recall that I referred to
the actual tonnage that would be put through
the plant and to the return that sweh ton-
nage wonld yield. I am not satisfled with
the figures which the Minister supplied, I
feel convinced that the officers of his de-
partment did not fully appreeciate the jm-
port of my questions, or that they gave
an answer not in accordance with figures that
had been placed before us. If members will
refer to the memorandum that was supplied
with the Bill, they will find it distinetly
states that the plant is designed to treat 130
tons of alunitic clay per day, and that that
quantity would yield 13 tons of potash a day.
I quoted the opinion of a geologist, and it is
backed up by expert ofticers, that the potash
content of the ore from Lake Campion is
7 per cent. In view of the analysis of the
ore, the fact remains that something over
20 per eent, of silica alone and:26 per cent.
of trioxide (SO3) must be deducted before
one can arrive at the resuit mentioned in the
memorandum. In his reply, the Minister
said—

The alunite at Lake Campion is what is
called alunitic clay, and if is estimated that
130 tons of that alumitic clay will produce 13
tons of potash. 8o it is not a question of min-
ing the larger quantity that is referred to.
Seven per cent. of 130 is 9.1 tons, and that
is not 13 tons. I have just said that there is
20 per cent. of silica. There is also a con-
siderable quantity of alumina. If the
fizures are analysed, members will see that
if 130 tons of this material is treated, it will
only produce, on the Minister's figures, nine
tong of potash, not 13. I go further. As a
result of the investigation which was made,
it was found that after the produet had
been roasted, only 80 per cent. recovery of
the total potashk was made; that wonld brng
the yield still lower. I desire to explain my
position. I am whole-heartedly behind the
Government in ils decision to open up this
deposit and encourage the industry.

Hon. T. Moore: Hear, hear!

Hon. H. SEDDON: T am quite convinced
that this is an industry that should be de-
veloped in Austrslia. I am convineed, too,
that the by-products will be valuable. I
have already pointed out that alumina ean-
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not be treated in this State because of the
cost; but it ean be marketed and treatel
where cheap eleciriec current is available—
obviously in Tasmania. I understand tha
this problem is now receiving attention. The
officers of the department should have beer
more careful in supplying information tc
the Minister on the questions I asked, be-
cause obviously there is something wrong
about the figures. The Bill makes provisior
for the sum of £120,000 for the establish
ment of this industry. I wish again to stres:
that this sum will by no means be the en¢
of the expenditure. I repeat that I am
whole-heartedly behind the Government ix
this venture; but we should, when we ar
constdering such a proposition, have place:
hefore us correct figures, so that we and th
public will not be misled.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East): Mr. Woo(
has brought up a burning question amony
a section of the producers of this State.
point out that & glaring anomaly exists b
the treatment meted out to egg producer
in the Eastern States and to producers i
this State. Why our producers should h
penalised I do not know. Yesterday I aske
the Chief BSecretary the following  ques
tion :—-

In view of the faet that the egg producer
of this Btate are not allowed the same prie
for eggs on the local wmarket as producers o
other States, for example, New South Wales
what steps has the responsible Minister take
to place this State’s egg producers on a sam
value bhasis?

The reply I received I do not consider ti
be satisfactory. The Chief Secretary said—

A policy of requesting the same price fo
agriecultura) produce as in the Eastern State
may be a dangerous one. ‘

Why should it be dangerous? The reply con
tinnes—

The Deputy Price Fixzing Commissioner ha
received the advice of an organisation repre
senting the poultry industry, Steps have bee:
taken by the Department of Agriculture to sub
mit a case to the Price Fixing Commissione
and also to ensure that poultrymen receive th
maximum net returns from the sale of thei
produce, 4
I learn that between the time of my askin
the question and the answer hbeing giver
telegrams were sent by the Department o
Agriculture to the Eastern States with re
gard to the position. T want to know wha
our Agricultural Department and our Mix
ister are doing? Apparently, nothing whai
ever. It is the duty of the Minister and hi
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department to take cognisance of the fact
that there is a difference in value between
local eggs and eggs in the Bastern States,
and to find out the remson. The Minister
and his department should see that our eggs
are placed on the same basis of valne, Why
should our producers be penalised to the
extent of 2d. per dozen compared with the
price ruling in the Eastern States? It may
be said that the consumer will pay more
for the eggs. He probably will for the time
bring, What is bappening is this: The price
of eggs in this State has been so low that
egg producers are quitting the industry in
order to obtain more lucrative employment.
We cannot blame them for doing so. We
would all do the same ourselves,

Hon. J. Corpell: That is happening gen-
erally in primary production.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : If the same price
were mainiained in Western Anstralia as
prevailed in the Eastern States, not only
would our egg producers stick to the busi-
ness, but others would engage in the same
occupation because it would be profitable;
but when prices arve brought down to a low
level producers tend to leave the industry,
with the result that later on the price of
eggs will beecomne prohibitive on account of
the shortage. I thought that I would obtain
some information from the people concerned
in this matter and find out whether T was
right or wrong. I have here a letter from
Mr. Scanlan, of Scanlan & Simper, Lid,,
who is on the Egg Stabilisation Committee
and koows what he is writing about. He
says—

On reliable information received today I was
informed that eggs in New South Wales have
heen increagsed as from the 5th December to 1s.
8d. per dozen.

As a member of the Voluntary Egg Stabili-
sation Committee I am in a position to staic
that last week am application was made for
:ggs to be increased to 1s. 7d. per dozen in
this State as from the 7th December. In view
»f the increase in priee in New South Wales,
‘his increased price asked for is mot unreason-
ible, A3 one of my producer clients stated,
he differentiation in the prices of primary
roduce in the different States, with Western
\uatralia always at the bottom of the list, is a
rying seandal.

¥ trust that you will have these matfers ven-
ilated in Parliament, ag there is no doubt the
sroducer in Western Australia is not receiving
lug consideration from the Prices Commis-
ioner’s Department.

The Price Fixing Commissioner depends
n the Agricultural Department for infor-
1ation which it has not got. The Apgrienl-
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tural Department has sat down on the job.
In Western Australia many egg producers.
are going out of business because they can
obtain more profitable employment else-
where, with the result that the number of
eggs avatlable to the consumers is very much
less than last year. During the peak period
the number of eggs available was 25,000
dozen per weck less than for the same
period last year. Last season 45,917 cases
of eggs were packed for export in this State.
This year 35,000 were to be processed ai
the drying plant, but at present only 29,000
cases arve available.

Hon. T. Moore: The troops are consuming
a Jot.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, but the fall-
ing off in the supply is the trouble. 1t is
doubtful whether the 30,000 mark will be
exceeded. A lot of eggs ave exported from
this State, but the quantity has diminished.
I was engaged in this business for some time
and paid dearly for the experience.

Hon, W. J. Mann: What is the reason
for the decline?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The price is too
low. In the Eastern States it is 2d. a dozen
more, which makes o difference to the pro-
ducers. Why the price is not the same here
as in the Eastern Stotes is what I want to
know, and I also want to know what the
Agricultural Department has done. It has
done nothing to protect the producers, but
it is there for that purpose. The effect will
he that there will be insufficient cges during
the summer and autumn to meet eivilian de-
mands. To minimise this declining prodne-
tion it has been the desire of egg-producers
to increase the price, so as to make poultry-
farming and egg-producing more attractive.
In order to do this an attempt was made to
have the price incressed to 1s. 6d. a dozen,
which price had then been prevailing in New
South Wales for some time and which had
been approved by the Priee Fizing Commis-
sioner in that State but not in this State.
For some reason or other the Price Fixing
Commissioner in Western Australia refused
to grant &n increase in the price of epgs
comparable with that prevailing in New
South 'Wales. We want to know what the
Minister for Agricultare is doing to see that
the position is equalised.

At first sight an increase in the price
might appear to be against the interests of
the consumers, but that is not really the
case becanse if the produeers go out of busi-
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ness and eggs become searce, the price must
rise to a much greater extent than it would
if the industry was profitable enough to in-
duce the producers to continue. We have
a Voluntary Egg Stabilisation Committee
here. As the representative of many egg pro-
dueers, I approached the committee—with
some timidity, I confess, because I did not
know whether it would respond. How-
ever, the committee did respond and indeed
I consider it is the duty of the committee
to supply me with facts relating to the in-
dustry from its standpoint. This is the
committee’s reply—

In reply to your request for information re-
garding the activities of this committee, I am
sending yom a copy of the report of the com-
mittee since its formation. This report pro-
vides conerete evidence that the committee has
always aimed to secure the maximum priee for
the producers’ eggs compatible with the con-
sumptive demands on the market. Whilst this
bhas been in the intercsts of the producers it
has not been without advantage to the con-
sumer Ffor the stabilisation of prices has mini-
mised speculation, and further if it could main-
tain a reasonable price to the producer it would
ensure maximum production which results in
plentiful available supplies at rates governed
by the demands and at reasomable levels, X
can agsure you that the drop in the gross price
of eggs from 14d. to 12d. for one week, and
to 13d. for the next four weeks during the past
1941 export season (vide page 4 of report) was
not due to the operations of this eommittee, nor
was the failure the present season to obiain
the same gross prices on the loeal market as
bave obtained in New South Wales.

This is the report referred to—

The committee was fully alive to the serious
consequences to the producer, and realising
that its own finances were tofally inadequate
to attempt any form of bonusing, it ap-
proached the State Government with a request
that, as the circumstances had been created by
war conditions, the Commonwealth Government
should be asked to guarantee the normal export
price.

A very reasonable request.

After many meetings and econferences, the
State Government agreed to guarantee ex-
portera against loss up to 5d. a dozen, provided
the net advance to the produeer was neither
more nor less than 10d, per dozen. The result
was that the gross price of standard eggs on
the local market for the week beginning the 3rd
November, 1942, immediately dropped from
1s. 2d. to 1s. per dozen.

Members can see the result of interference.

However, the commitiee persisted in its
negotiations and the ngents were finally sue-
cessful in prevailing on the Government to con-
sent to the met advance on export egga being
raised to 11d. per dozen, which permitted the
grogs local price to increase to 1s. 1d. per
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dozen. This price continued for n period of
twwo weeks to the 6th December. In the mean-
time a large quantity of eggs which had ae-
cumulated in cool store had been shifted, and
from the 8th December, by the committee’s
efforts, the full export parity price of ls. 2d.
per dozen was restored to the local market.

That is a nice state of affairs! The letter
from the committee continunes—

For some six weeks this committee has been
endeavouring to have the local price increased
to 1s. 6d, per dozen—

At that period the committee was not aware
that the New South Wales price had been
increased to 1s. 8d. as from the 5th of this
month.

the gross price which the producers in
New South Wales are receiving for their eggs.
The ecommittee was anxious to increase the
loeal price to the maximum extent possible
compatible with the funds at its digposal and
also compatible with the absorptive demaud.
One of the objeets governing this desire was
to improve the financial outlook of producers
80 as to lessen, if possible, the decline in egg
production caused Ly poultry farmpers leaving
the industry in order to enter more remunera-
tive avenues of employment. Compared with
Iast year there has been 2 considerable decline
in the number of eggs dealt with Ly the com
mittee this year. This is shown by a com-
parison of the numbers received Ly the agents
in about the peak period of production early
in Qctober and about the middle of November.
The receivals in dozens for these dates were—
the 4th Oetober, 1841, 166,505; the 3rd Octo-
ber, 1942, 141,619,

The decline was 24,886, a tremendous decline
for that short period. The letter states that
the receivals on the 15th November, 1941
were 129,568, and on the 14th November,
1942, they were 111,678, So there iz an-
other decline of 17,990. This is a serious
position because later on we shall have no
eggs for local eonsumption except at a price
absolutely prohibitive to the great mass of
the people; and eggs are a most important
part of diet, especially children’s diet. The
letter continues—

Until today the committee, despite ita repre-
sentations, has not heen permitted to raise the
price from 1s. 4%d. Tt asks that the price
shall be raised to 1s. 7d. in sympathy with the
increase of 1%d. lb. in the price of eggs for
drying, and approval has been obtained to
raise it to ls, Gd.

Approval has been granted to raise the price
in this State to 1s. 6d. now that the price
in New South Wales has risen to 1s. 8d.!

Newa has just been received that the New
South Wales Stabilisation Board has received
approval to raipe the gross loeml. price for
standard quality from le. 6d. to 1s. 8d. per
dozen. As the equivalent increase per dozen
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of an increase of 1%4d. per lb, egg powder is
214d., the increase of 2d. per dozen has been
granted in approximate sympathy with the in-
crease of 1l.d. per )b, in the price of cggs
for drying. It will thus be seen that in grant.
ing to W.A. producers un increase of 132d.
per dozen from 1s. 436d. to 1s, Gd., they have
not been granted the parity inerease of 21id.
to which they nre entitled. It is difficuit to
understand why there should have becn this
diseriminating treatment. It certainly has not
been in the interesta of the producers despite
the efforts of the eommittee to protect them.
We have a committee doing its utmost to
equalise prices here with those in the East-
ern States, not only for the benefit of the
producers bhut for the benefit of the con-
sumers and to get a supply of eggs on the
market. We have the agents represented
by Messrs. Ryan and Newby and others
doing their utmost to try to get the whole
thing balanced as between the States so that
there may be some uniform price to pro-
ducers throughout Ausiralia. Why the
favouritism for New South Wales? The
Minister for Agriculture in this State and
his department have heen asleep on the job.
So far as I ean learn they made not one
effort, until my questions were asked, to
protect the producers and consumers in-
terested in this partienlar industry.

The Chief Secretary: The Minister for
Agriculture would be intevesited to know
that.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes. The Minister
was telegraphing frantieally to the Eastern
States after the questions I put to him show-
ing that the Government had not bothered
ahout it at all. This is a serious matter.
‘We should keep our egg-producers in busi-
ness. What we want in Western Australia
are these small boldings earrying producers
of varions commodities. We want the pro-
duver to do his job, and we want the Minis-
ter for Apgriculture in particular to do his
job. From that standpoint it is essential
in the interests of the State and of future
supplies to consumers. I have no hesitation
in saying that the Minister for Agrieuliuve
and his department have fallen down on the
job.

The Chief Secretary: I would like to hear
the Minister's explanation.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Minister for
Agriculture is one of the eleverest persons
in the State at dodging the question. Here
we find our egg-producers receiving 2d. a
dozen less than their eompetitors in the
Eastern States, and the Minister has done
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nothing to avoid that position being created.
Price-fixation is under the control of the
Gtovernment, so why has it not acted? What
Justification ean be advanced for allowing
our producers to receive 2d. o dozen less
for their eggs than is paid to egg-producers
in the Eastern States. What justification
can he advaneced for that—with all the Chief
Sceeretary’s championing of the Minister for
Agriculture. The existing state of affairs
s discouraging to the producers, many of
whem are walking off their holdings and
seeking more lucrative employment else-
where, Surely the Government should en-
courage them to vemain on their holdings,
and the Agrieultural Department should use
every effort to secure for local egg-producers
consideration equivalent to that given to the
producers in New South Wales.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) : I wish to reply to some remarks by
Mr. Wood regarding the statutery board to
control the marketing of eggs. The difference
between Mr. Wood and myself is not so much
as to whether or not there should be a statu-
tory board, but that Mr. Wood seems to be-
lieve in a statutory board that will be largely
dominated by the department, whereas I be-
lieve the board, statutory or otherwise, should
be controlled by the industry in very much
the same way as the Egg Stabilisation Com-
mittee has worked for the last two or three
vears. The remarks that have fallen from
Mr. Baxter make it clear that it is not the
faunlt of the stabilisation committee that the
epg-producers of this State have been so un-
fairly treated. If there is any fault in that
direction it lies with the Commonwealth de-
partment and also with the State department
for not having made the representations the
latter should have made.

So it hoils itself down to this: Mr. Wood
favours o statutory board under an authority
that has fallen down on the job, while [
favour a hoard similar to that which has done
s¢ much pood work for the producers during
the last two or three years. If that hoard
were given statutory powers, I would raise
no objection to it whatever. Mr. Wood told
us that there had heen a great change of
opinion on this subject. Is that really so?
The fact that the producers realise they have
heen unfairly treated makes them prepared
to accept any alternative if they think it
will remedy their position. I bhave frequently
+aid that price-fixing should he exercised with
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the greatest possible discretion becanse there
is always the danger, particnlarly in an in.
dustry such as that of egg-produetion, that
the price fixed will lead to deereased produc-
tion. 1If we cut down production and there
is a scareity of eggs, all the price fixing in
the world will not help one bit. My objee-
tion is not to a statutory board for the mar-
keting of eggs, but to a board controlled by
the Agricultural Department instead of ome
controlled by the industry itself.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
veport adopted.

3ill vead a third time and passed.

BILL—S8TAMP ACT AMENDMENT,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Moessage from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to amend-
ments Nos. 2, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 made by the
Couneil, but had disagreed to Nos. 1 and 3.
Sitting suspended from 1255 to 2,15 pm.

BILL—PIG INDUSTRY COMPEN-
SATION.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER [217)
in moving the second reading said: I
regret having to state that a Bill such as
this, if passed in 1933, would have prevented
the very serious losses ecxperienced re-
cently by pig growers. This measure is
necessary now, especially in view of the faet
that men who have worked very hard and
for many years in their industry have lost
evervthing. The Bill provides for the estab-
lishment of a fund for the payment of com-
pensation to owners of pigs and careases
of pigs destroyed on aceount of disease,

An effort was made in November, 1939, to
place before producers 2 scheme for the
creation of a fund from which owners of
pigs could be compensated in the event of
a serions ountbreak of disease,  Thiz was
shortly after the ontbreak of war, when it
was realised by the Department of Agricul-
ture that under war eonditions there was a
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possibility of disease spreading to Australia.
That scheme was turned dewn by those asso-
ciated with the industry. It is common ex-
perience that war results in the dissemination
of disease, and the history of the department
so far in this war makes very interesting
reading as to the diseases transmissible to
man, stock and erops, which diseases have
been prevented from entry, or which have
gained entry into Western Aunstralia and
have been eradicated.

The Bill now submitted represents an at-
tempt by the Government to provide com-
pensation to the owners who are suffering
from the recent outbreak of swine fever
amongst the pigs, primarily in the metro-
politan area, and in isolated places in the
country. Whilst it is impossible to say de-
finitely that this disease is under control,
the Chief Veterinary Surgeon believes that
the prompt quarantine measures taken in
the metropolitan area, the tracing of affected
pigs to country distriets, the subsequent in-
spection of herds in these distriets, and the
prevention of the feeding of swill either
from camps or from fown residences to
pigs, has resulted in the disease being
brought under control, and that widespread
outbreaks in the country will be prevented.

It is known fhat some farmers, when a
serions disease breaks out on their proper-
ties, endeavour to realise on their stock as
much as possible before the disease is noti-
fied to the department. This, unfortunately,
has heen the experience in the present ont-
break, and undoubtedly resulted in the rapid
and widespread incidence of the disease in
the metropolitan area. Approximately 8,000
pigs have bheen slanghtered owing to the
present outbreak of swine fever, which is
known as hog cholera in the United States
of America; 3,000 of these pigs were
of trade grade and have passed the
meat inspectors and the carcases are
at present being held in cool storage
at the Government Works, Robb's Jetty,
in the hope of ultimately finding a market.
The department and the Chief Veterinary
Surgeon and his staff have been active day
and night for seven days a week since this
disease oceurred, in an endeavour to con-
trol further ontbreaks. It is pleasing to re-
cord that sinece the disease was discovered
growers have loyally assisted the depart-
ment in the control measures, and are earry-
ing out the directions for disinfection which
are necessary under the regulations.
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Members will note that the Bill provides
for a compensation fund to be created hy
means of & compulsory levy not exceeding
3d. in the pound upon all sales of pigs. It
is estimated that the revenue which would
be collected for the fund, hased upon figures
available for slaughterings and sales during
the last three years, wounld approximate
£7,000 to £8,000 per annum. It is chvionsy
that the fund would be unable to compensate
growers on any reasonable basis without
some advance from the Government, and a
provision has been included in the Bill auth-
orising the Treasury to make advances where
serious epidemics might render this neces-
sary. A special provision is also inserted to
provide that any pigs condemned for or
dying from swine fever as a result of the
present outbreak after the 27th October last
will come under the compensation provisions

of the Bill.

The diseazes which are specifically men-
tioned in the Bill, and which will come under
payments for compensation, arve swine fever,
tuberculosis, swine erysipelas, and paraty-
phoid; but provision is made whereby this
list of diseases may be increased or redueed
by proclamation. Of the diseases mentioned
in the Bill, swine fever is the only one
likely to ocenr in epidemic form and to
cause wholesale slanghtering of pigs. The
condemnations of carcases for tuberenlosis
are not high—considerably under 1 per cent.
The majority of eases where tuberenlosis oc-
enrs, affect the glands of the neek and head,
in which cases the head only is removed from
the carcase and condemned. 1In such in-
stances there is no eompensation allowed
by the messure.

In this Bill, where pigs or careases are
condemned, provision is made in the case
of healthy pigs for full compensation to
he paid to the grower. In the easc of dis-
eased pigs the compensation is set out at
75 per cent. of the market value of the pig
or earcase. I believe it eonld he fairly
argued that the grower must earry some ve-
sponsibility for ontbreaks or occurrences of
disease in his herds, and on this ground the
payment of full eompensation where diseases
oceur eannot be justified. In all States where
Pig Compensation Acts are in foree, full
compensation is paid only where pigs are
found to be healthy after having been con-
demned as suffering from a speeified dis-
pase. Where diseases oecur and condemna-
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tions are made as a result of these diseases,
the grower is indemnified to a percentage,
usually a generous perventage, of the mar-
ket value. The same prineiple is followed
in the Dairy Cattle Compensation Aet,
where the owners of eattle in & limited pre-
seribed area around the metropotitan dis-
triet are recompensed up to 90 per cent. of
the value of the cow which has heen eon-
demned for tubereulosis.

It should he borne in mind that in these
instanees condemnations are not on a whole-
sale basis ag might be the ease with a disease
such as swine fever. The scheme also is
limited to & certain prescribed area and all
owners of dairy cattle, whether sales are
offeeted or not. must contribute to the com-
pensation fund annually. Speeial provision
is made in the Bill to cover thoge cases where
a vivulent disease has hroken ont, and pigs
may be dend before an approved person has
an opportunity of clinical examination and
diagnosis and of ordering the destruction of
the pigs. This provision is unique as far as
sinitar compensation Acts are concerned in
Australia, but it is believed to be equitable
and the Government does not desire to be
ungenerous in its attitnde towards growers
who have suffered very heavily in the present
outhreak.

The Bill further provides that where only
portion of & carease iz condemned, then com-
pensation may be paid te the grower upon
a scale which is laid down in the schedule
for the portion of any carease which may
have heen condemmned hy a meat inspector.
As in the Dairy Cattle Compensation Act, a
provision is included in the Bill which en-
ables a grower who may be dissatisfied with
the valuation whiek has been placed upon
his pig or carease, to appeal against such
valuation, in which case the Minister may
appoint a competent person to adjudieate
upon the matter, the decision of such adjudi-
eator {o be final. This system has worked
with very little frietion under the Dairy
(‘attle Compensation Aet, and as valuations
would he nupon a generons seale it is not an-
fivipated that growers would he dissatisfied
with the decisions,

The system of colleeting funds for the
compensation trust aceount is exceedingly
simple and economiecal, and consists in the
affixing of certain eompensation stamps to in-
voices and receipts by all vendors or agents
when effecting sales of pigs. Owners are
required to ensure that such receipts are pro-
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perly stamped, as in cases where compensa-
tion is elaimed growers will be required fo
produce receipts for sales of pigs made by
them, proving that legitimate contributions to
the compensation fund have been paid. As
the marketing of pigs is conducted under
peculiar conditions in Western Australia,
special provision has been made so that
stamp duty may be paid either upon the
value of individual pigs or upon the total
value of “lots” of pigs sold by agents where
such pigs bave heen pgraded according to
quality,

The passing of this Bill will result in the
cessation of the psendo-condemnation scheme
which is at present in operation respecting
all pigs sold at the Midland Junction sale-
vards. Under this scheme agents deduct from
fhe account sales of growers an amount equal
to 14 per cent. ou all pigs over 40s. This
amount is also dedncted from the accounts
rendered to purchasers of pigs, and is in-
tended to insure buyers of pigs against losses
which might he incurred as a result of snch
stock being affected with the disease. In this
Bill the grower or owner of a pig will be
compensated. There is therefore no necessity
to continne such a scheme, and provision
is made to render it or any similar one
illegal.

That explains the main proposals in this
measnre, and if necessary I shall be only too
pleased to supply further information during
the Committee stage. Tt is regreftable that
this Bill could not have been brought down
before, but it is both urgent and necessary
that we should pass it. T personally know of
severe losses suffered by a body of hard-
working men. This Bill will provide means
of compensating many growers respecting
pigs whiech have heen lost, although it will
not compensate some others who have lost
overything they hed through the recent out-
break. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West): T join
with the Honorary Minister in expressing re-
pret that nnmbers of pig-owners in the metro-
politan avea have recently suffered serioms
losses.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Not only in the metro-
politrn area!

Hon. W, J. MAXN: Whilst we regret the
losses pig-owners have sustained, I also re-
gret that the Bill has been brought down
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so late in the session. It is a fairly long
measure and Stafe-wide in its application.
We¢ might therefore have had a little more
time in which to study it. 1 am not opposed
io the idea of a compensation fund for use
when epidemics oceur, but it has seemed to me
m the past that these epidemics are mostly
confined to districts sueh as the metropolitan
area or ihe goldfields. In the part of the
State that 1 represent we are singularly for-
tunate in having had very little disease. That
may be due to the elimate, or it may be be-
cause the farmers are extremely careful and
realise that unless they apply the same care
to theiy pigs as they do to their cattle, they
are likely to have trouble.

Hon. J. Cornell: It may be o dispensation
of Providence,

Hon. W. J. MANN: That may be all to the
good for the State. It is just ag well that
we shounld have some areas that are less prone
to disease than others. I have not had time
to look into the guestion of how far thig
levy will affeet outback farmers. I realise
that it is not & hig impost, but would point
out, that on a truckload of pigs, even on a
levy of 3d. in the pound, quite an appreci-
able sum would be involved.

The Honorary Minister: That would be
the maximum.

Hon, W. J. MANN: On a consignment of
100 pigs, which might be worth £4 apiece, an
appreciable amount would be involved. I
offer no objection to the Bill, nor to that
part which lays down the amount of the levy.
So far as I can see, however, this levy may
go on indefinitely, and in course of time
a large amount will have been built up.
When the fund reaches a sum that it is felt
will be ample for all purposes provision
shonld, I contend, be made for the suspension
of the levy until further funds are required.
There are other avenues in which levies are
mmposed. In some instances the levies cease
when the fund reaches a given amount; it
may he £10,000 or £1,000 agcording to the
needs of the situation. There should be some
provision in the Bill for the cessation of the
levy at 2 given time. I do not oppose the
Bill, but would have liked more time in which
to examine it. I hope the Honorary Minister
will take notice of my suggestion that the
levy shonld be continued only as long ag is
necessary to build up a sum that would be
considered ample for ordinary eompensation
purpnses,
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HON. G. B. WOOD (East): Like Mr.
Mann, I feel that we have not sufficient time
to diseuss the details of this measure. We
all subseribe to the principle contained in
the Bill, but there are some aspects with
which I am not altogether in favour, at any
rate without some explanation, I was won-
dering if the Committee stage could be post-
poned until the 15th Japuary without im-
posing any hardship on the people who have
already suffered. I do not make that a spe-
cific regnest, but would like to knew from
the Honerary Minister if it is possible. The
Bill is retrospective in its effect. This House
has a reputation for not agrecing to retro-
spective legislation, but on this occasion we
must do so in the interests of the people
who have been affecied. Either the Com-
monwealth or the State Government, or both,
should have come to the reseue of these pro-
ducers because there has heen some apparent
slackness in the quarantine regulations in-
sofar as the infection has come to this State.
I cannot see how swine fever eould have
broken out here unless it eame from some-
where else. The Federal authorities are to
a large extent respomsible, and they should
pay a considerable amount of the compen-
sation instead of putting the whole burden
on to the producers for having heen con-
fronted with a situation over which they had
mno control.

T do not agree with all the elauses in the
Bill, and would have liked to have more
time to debate them in Commiitee. A levy
of 3d. in the pound is rather high. I know
it is supposed to be the maximmm, but I am
quite sure that it is the amount that will he
imposed. It may not sound much, with a
maximum of 2s. 6d. per head, but it is only
one of the several taxes that have to he
paid by the man who sends pigs to markef.
He has to meet railway freight, losses on the
train, yard fees and commission, and per-
haps one or two other charges. The old
compensation charges ave, I believe, eom-
pletely wiped out.

The Honorary Minister: They are.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am glad to have that
assurance, ‘There would bhe no need for
them, because the 3d. in the pound will be
imposed in the future. I am glad the Bill
is to be made applicable to every district.
Swine fever has broken out at Geraldton,
and there has been a suggestion that this
Bil! should only apply to the metropolitan
avea, or wherever the epidemic oeeurs. But
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other people and distriets are benefiling by
the restrictions and levies imposed on the
people of the metropolitan area, and there-
fore should be brought in. They should all
have to pay.

The Homorary Minister: It is for the
general protection of the industry,

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am sorry we shall
not have longer time to discuss the matter
in Committee. While I do not suggest that
we must hold the measure over until Janu-
ary, I would like the Minister to say whether
it would he possible to do so. In the menn-
time, I support the second reading.

HON. J. COBNELL (South): This Bill
altacks n principle, and the prineciple of the
measure is fundamentally unsound. The vie-
tims of these visitations of unknown origin
are entitled to compensation. The source of
many epidemies very often eannot he traced.
T'he Bill proposes to ask the pig-raisers them-
selves to establish a compensation fund. That
is unsound. In such eases ag this, where the
frouble is not attributable to the producers,
the eompensation shonld be a charge ou the
community. The Honoravy Minister smiles,
but the ecommuonity or the peaple who eat
pork, will pay. TC T were a pig-raiser and
received s0 mueh per pound on the hoof for
my pigs, and my lerd was visited with a
disease such as swine fever, this levy of 3d.
would make an appreciable diffevence to my
returns. The pig-producers gencrally are
asked to contribute to a eompensation fund.
Where are they to get that money?

Hon. W. .J. Mann: The frnitgrowers pay
& levy.

Hon. J. CORNELL: They will have to get
the money from the pig-meat consumers.

Hon. G. B. Wood: T believe that, too,
but I did not dare suggest it.

Hon. J. (ORNELL: The pig-producers
would otherwise be asked to raise an arficle
whieh would becore less profitable than prior
o the ontbreak of swine fever. These things
should be a general charge on the community,

Hon. G. W, Milez: We have not vet had
any piga in my district.

Hon. J. CORKRELL: If a monument is
ever raised on the Ord River, it will be sym-
holie of Mr. Miles fondling a little pig. My,
Mann has said that the fruitgrowers ave
asked to contribute. One of the reasons why
they are asked (0 make s compulsory contri-
bution is that they have something whieh,
like the poor, is always with them—for in-



[10 DeceMrEr, 1942.]

stance, fruit-fly. The fruitgrower contri-
butes to a fund in-an endeavour to eradicate
and keep down g known pest, but the pig-
grower is not asked to do that. The Agn-
cultural Department is doing it. The pig-
grower is asked to provide his own compen-
sation fund when bis pigs are slaughtered
because of a visitation of a disease suech as
swing fever. He should not have to do that;
the community should pay it.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East): I am
uecepting the measuve in the way I have ae-
cepted many others. It is a charge to be put
upon the industry of pig-raising. Many of
these men have been hit pretty hard by the
control under which they now operate. They
were suddenly told that no pigs weighing
over 90 Ibs., or some such weight, would be
accepted. An enormous number of such pigs
had previously been purchased for shipment
overseu. The pig-raisers had to suffer the
losses cansed by disposing of these pigs at
terribly low prices. They had to aceept 15s.
to 25s. g head for pigs for which they had
been receiving £4 or £5. The result was that
many producers went out of the industry.
Tmmediately afterwards those who were ve-
sponsible for this decision, seeing they had
made a blunder, allowed this pig-meat to
come on the market again at fixed prices.
Those people who were in the know were
able to make very large purchases of these
cheap pigs, and the carcases were shipped
to the Eastern States. In that way a good
many people made handsome refurns.

From Press reports regarding the recent
outhreak I gather that the disease was
spread through the action of one indivi-
dual who, discovering disease amongst
his pigs, marketed them at Midland as
quickly as possible in order to get rid of
them. From there the pige were distributed
practieally all over the State. I do not know
whether this is a fact. If it is, T should like
to know whether the Government followed
up the matter and prosecuted the man re-
sponsible for spreading the disease through
the industry. As the disease has been spread
far and wide, it is necessary for the whole
of those interested in the industry to submit
to this charge. I assume that those who
do not have disease amongst their pigs will
have to pay for those whose pigs become
affected. It has been suggested that there
was a lack of control on the part of the
department.
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The Chief Secretary:
that?

Hon. G. B. Wood: I did, but it was not
the fault of your department.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It is hard to
believe that this disease would spring up in
a moment over such a wide area in this
healthy State unless it had been imported
from another country, and I take it for
granted there was some laxzity., We
have had the disease here previously, and
heavy losses have oceurred, but a measure
of this sort has never been introduced to
compensate owners for their losses. In the
past the disease has been eliminated and now
we have another outbreak, Perhaps it is
something like the epidemics that affeet
human beings; nobody seems to know just
how they occur, I am not opposed to the
Bill. It is one more of those curses that
come to people who attempt to do anything
on the land. We already have many such
burdens and I suppose that one more or
less will not break us. The Commonwealth
has just about smashed all the benefits aris-
ing from the industries in which I am en-
gaged, but T am merely an individual, and if
1 drop out, it will not matter much. I sup-
port the second reading of the Bill.

HON. L. ORAIG (South-West): This is
a good Bill and 1 commend it to the favour-
able consideration of the House. It covers
au unfortunate cccurrence and makes pro-
vision against a similar ontbreak in future.
I have two objections to raise to the Bill,
though neither is serious. Provision is made
tor compensation ay high as £10 for one pig.
1 think it is a mistake to make the amount
so high.

Hon. W. J, Mann: That is not as high as
it 15 in the Eastern States.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am aware of that, In
the Bill as originally introduced, the amount
specified was £7, which was quite enough. 1
regret that it has been raized to £10. We
ought to eliminate as far as we cam any
pussibility of abuse creeping in. If a pig is
a pedigreed animal, it might be good or it
might not.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is of benefit to the in-
dustry.

Hon. L. CRAIG: It seems ag if a man who
has stud pigs is sure of getting an ex-
cellent sale. The other query in my mind
arises from the Government's proposal to
advance sufficient money to compensate the

Who suggested
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people who have suffered by the present out-
break. Let us assume that the amount in-
volved will he £18,000 or £20,000. This
money Wwill be advanced by the Treasury,
and I understand that the anticipated recoup
is about £6,000 per snnum. Thus it will
take three years to refund to the Treasury
the amount advanced by the (fovernment.

Hon. J. Cornell: Provided there is no fur-
ther outbreak.

Hon. L. CRAIG: That is so. Does the
Government propoese to charge interest on
the money advanced? There is no mention
of an interest charge in the Bill. There
might not be another outbreak for many
vears, in which event 2 huge fund will be
built up at the Treasury. Is that money tn
be loaned to the Government free of interest
or is it to bear interest? There may be as
much as £20,000 lying idle for years.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The levy should be
suspended when a given amount is reached.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I take it that the Gov-
-ernment would have power fo reduce the
rate of levy.

The Chief Seeretary: Threepence in the
pound is the wmaximom.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes, and the Govern-
ment could reduce the levy. Funds might be
lying in the Treasury for years, and the
question is whether thai money shounld noi
carry a small rate of interest.

Hon. (1. B. Wood: Tt should be placed tn
the hands of trustees.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Trustees come and go
and die; the money will be safe in the Trea-
sury. If the money is lent by the Govern-
ment free of interest to meet present comn-
pensation necds, T {ake it that any aceumn-
Jation of funds at the Treasury would not
earry interest.

Hon. G. B. Wood: It will take only three
~ears to pay the Government advance, aftev
which funds might be aceumulating for 20
vears. Do not you think the Government
should carry some of the burden?

Hou. L. CRATG : The Minister can inform
us whether any money aecumulated in the
Treasury is to be free of interest or to earry
a small rate. It is only right that the matter
should be cleared up now. Interest on a
sum of £20,000 at 3 per cent. would svon
represent a lot of money.

Hon. W. J. Mann: In that case the pro-
ducer would he entitled to some relief by
lowering the levy.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. L. CRAIG: Everything done by the
Government in this connection should be put
on a proper business basis. If money is ad-
vanced to pay compensation for the present
outbreak, it should earry mterest; if a fund
is built up afterwards, it should also earry
interest. Otherwise I have no objection to
the Bill. It is a much better scheme than
the old one under which an allowance was
made to the butchers buying in the market.

HON. @. W. MILES (North): This Bill
seems to provide an exeellent scheme for
the pig-raiser in the shape of a sort of in-
suranee,

.Hon. W. J. Mann: At a fairly high pre-
mium.

Hon, G. W. MILES: The maxzimum rate
is 3d. in the £1. Therefore a producer wounld
get £4 before he would have to pay 1s. 1If
that ig not a reasonable rate, I do not know
what is.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The maximum is 2s. 6d.
for any pig.

Hon. . W. MILES: Yes, it appeals to
me as being ridiculousty low and constitutes
a good form of insurance. If onc man iz
fortunate in eseaping loss from disease, his
contribution will help to compensate the man
who is unfortunate. Growers should wel-
come the Bill, which has my support.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (in re-
ply}: T cannot agree with the eomparison
made by Mr. Cornell. If the Government
paid compensation ount of the Treasury,
some of those people engaged in the indus.
try might neglect their responsibilities and
not take the precautions about which they
would be eareful if they had to pay portion
of the money required to create the fund.
Mr. Homersley referred to one grower as
being responsible for the spread of the dis-
ease. T think more than one grower was in-
volved. Pig-raisers are not the only people
in the community who, through ignorance or
selfishness, have marketed diseased stock, not
earing what happened fo those who pur-
chased it. More than one grower is involved
in this instanee, but any charge of laxity
eannot be laid against the depariment be-
cause ecvery pig concerned has been traced
and every precaution has been taken. TIf
pig-raisers had taken move notice of the in-
structions issued by the experts of the De-
partment of Agriculture, I doubt whether the
outbreak would have occurred.
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Hon. J. Corneil; Why did not the depart-
ment prosecute the cffenders?

The HONORARY MINISTER: These
cases are diffienlt to prove. The department
has a very good iden how the outbreak
originated. Unfortunately some growers
have been careless. Many people regard the
pig as a dirty animal but, if properly cared
for, it is one of the cleanest of animals,

Hen, G, B, Wood: Do not you think the
discase arose from importations of pork for
the troops?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
known that the disease may be carried in
meat in cold storage.

Hon. Q. B. Wood: That is where I say
the laek of control occurred.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If pig-
raisers had beea eareful to boil the offal
fed to their pigs, I do not think the out-
break would have oecurred.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Do yon say they were
advised to that effect?

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
were advised from the start that all refuse
fed to pigs should be boiled. 1 think this
experience has brought producers up with
a vound turn and that they will be more
caveful in future. The scheme of ecompen-
sation i3 sound and generons. If the maxi-
mum is fixed at 2d. in the pounnd it will
take some years fo repay the Treasury the
amount of compensation to be paid for this
outbreak. It wonld be bad to postpone con-
sideration of this measure until January, as
Mr. Wood suggested. Growers have suffered
severe losses, Many careful men in the in.
dustry have suffered, and they are desirous
that some scheme of compensation shounld be
inaugurated as seon asg possible. I know
these men and am aware of the losses they
have sustained. They want a scheme estab-
lished and put into operation as quickly as
possible. Members can disabnse their minds
of the statement that s hnge sum will be
raised. That is not the intention; as the
fund increases the surcharge will be lessened.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: The pig-raiser 1s find-
ing the money.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: The primary producer
always does.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T think
he showld. 'This is for his own protection.

Hon. H. V, Piesse: What ahont the pro-
lection of the publie?
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The HONORARY MINISTER: In my
opinion, the scheme is sound.

Question put and passed.
Bill rend a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported withoul amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL— RURAL RELIEF FUND ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [35] in
moving the second reading said: By the Bill
it is proposed to amend Section 11 of the
Hural Relief Fund Aet, This section deals
with the form in which relief shall be granted
to u farmer nnder that Act, the proposal in
the Bill being to give further consideration
to farmers who arve placed in serions diffienl-
ties. Avising out of the 1934 conference on
rural vehabilitation between representatives
of the Commonwealth and States, the Com-
monwealth agreed to provide fundg for the
velict of farmers, and this was subsequently
confirmed by the passing of the Common-
wenlth Loan (Farmers' Debts Adjnstment)
Act of 1935. Scetion 6, Subsection (3) of
that Act provides—

No grant shall be made under this Aet to
a State vnlesy or until there is in force in the
State legislation constituting an authority em-
powered on application being made to it, and
at its discretion, to take action having the
effect of suspending, either wholly or in part,
the rights of any sceure@ or unsecured cre-
ditor of a farmer against that farmer.

To obtain the benefits of the money ad-
vanced by the Commonwealth o the States it
hecame necessary for each of the States aec-
cepting that money to pass its own legisla-
tion, prineipally in order that trustees might
be uppointed to carry out the requirements
Iaid down by the Commonwenlth law. Ac-
eordingly, in 1935 the Government submitted,
and Parlinment passed, the Rural Relief
Fund Act, which covers the appeintment of
trustees to administer the fund and gives
them the necessary power to suspend debts
where this may be deemed necessary. The
trustees were given unfettered control of the
fund, subject to the provision that no ad-
vances be made to—

(a) farmers not baving a reasonable chance
of success;
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(b) farmers who were undeserving of assist-
ance;

(v} those cases where the trustecs eonsid-
ered it was not necessary to make ad-
vances to ensure that the farwmer he
enabled to carry ou;

(4, pay Crown debts;

(¢) pay statute-barred debts.

I think it ear be said without qualification
that farmers have benefited greatly by the
provisions of the Aet, becanse, for various
reasons—poor segsons, low prices, ete—
many farmers have been unable to earry on
sueeessfully, notwithstanding the considera-
tion extended to them by the trustees under
the Act. In many cases debts have been
written down, in some cases drastieally, but
hecause of bad sessons, poor prices, ete., we
find the debt strueture still continunes. The
Bill is a small one and speaks for itself,
Members will no doubt agree that it pro-
vides for further assistance to farmers really
deserving of it. Clause 2 is really the Bill.
It provides—

Where the trustees are satisfied—

{a) that a farmer has enlisted as 2 mem-
ber of the Forces; or
(b) that the property over which an ad-
vance under ¢his Act has been
secured by a mortgage or charge is
situate within 2 marginal area; or
(e) that a farmer’s debts have been ad-
justed under the provisions of the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Aect,
1930-1934, or this Act, and since
soch  adjustment the prineipal
seeured creditor has voluntarily
written down or adjusted his debt
in favour of the farmer; or
(d) that a farmer has abandoned hiz pro-
perty and the mortgagee is ohliged
to sell the property for a sum less
than the full amount of principal
and interesté then due under the
mortgage; or
(e} that the farmer is for any other good
reason deserving of assistance
the trustees may, subjeet to the consent of the
Minister for Lands and with the approval of
the Governor, write off the whole or such por-
tion of the aggregate indebtedness of the far-
mer as the trustees consider just and cquitable
in the circumstances.

Members will observe the qualification
that the consent of the Minister for Lands
must be obtained. This measure was initiated
by him and he will, I am sure, be guite pre-
pared to accept the recommendation of the
trustees in these matters. I think the Bill
will appeal to primary producers’ repre-
sentatives in this Chamber. T move—

That the Bill be now read & seeond time.

[COUNCIL.]

HON. J. COBNELL (South): As the
Minister gaid, Clause 2 is the Bill. Every
thing seems to have been included in it
nothing has been left out. It provides thaf
a farmer who enlists may be given considera
tion bevond that which he had already re
ceived. As regards a property that is within
a marginal area, I would like to know if thai
mceans that a property not within souch g
locality will not he subject to this Bill. If
not, there is no need for the paragraph. 1
would like a reply from the Minister on thai
point.

Hon. G. B, Wood: Iy that not dealt with
by paragraph (c)?

Hon. J. CORNELL: No. That is sub-
jeet to the principle of writing-down of se-
cured dcbts.

Hon, H. V. Piesse: The farmer could still
have a review,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Paragraph (e) pro-
vides for the farmer who is deserving of as-
sistance for other good reasons, What eate-
gory does he come undex?

Hon, G, B. Wood: Why worry?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Bill provides
even for the estate of a farmer who has died.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: A farmer can apply
to the board now and receive assistance.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes. I think there is
need for further consideration of this matter
by Parliament. The day bhas not gone by
when the need for consideration to be given
to the unsecured creditors no longer exists. I
know scores of storekeepers in this country
who have kept men on the land. Neither the
Agricultural Bank nor the trading banks
were called upon to make the sacrifice, but
the storekeepers were and in many instances
they received nothing, and they are not go-
ing to get anything now. Consideration
should be given to the position of the un-
secured storekeeper.

HON. H. V, PIESSE (South-East): Two
wrongs do not make a right. I listened
carefully to Mr, Cornell and no one realises
more than I do the disabilities with which
storekeepers have had to contend under this
legislation. Many have become bankrupt but
others are still carrying on, and I am sure
they would not wish to see this Aet done
away with because it veally has very great
advantages.

Hon. J. Cornell: I did not advocate {hat.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: I know the hon.
member did not. I know jnst as well as he
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what the cost has been to the storekeeper,
with 1s. or 2s. in the pound as against the
secured creditors—the machinery agents and
the stock firms—all of whom have had an
adjustment on a secured basis.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tt is not too late now
for some consideration to bhe given to them.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: 1f it were possible
to give the country storekeeper some little
more recompense for the work he has done
in this country, I would be the first to sup-
port the effort. As one who has had a
lot to do with this Aet, I realise that ad-
vances have been made over the past three
years. Ome man I know was sned by a road
board some time ago. He received an ad-
justment under the Farmers’ Debts Adjust-
ment Act. He wrote to me and said he eould
not possibly pay because he had not snffi-
cient income, The farmers’ debts adjustment
trustees, in their wisdom, paid the road
board sufficient money to satisfy it, though
not the full value of the rates owing, beenuse
this is one department that has the right to
ray a reduced amount in full settlement.
That i5 one very important business the
trustees carry out. They deal with Govern-
ment instrumentalities and can arrange eom-
positions whick are so important to the far-
mers. In this particular instance the road
board aceepted a lump sum for the three
vears’ rates that were owing. I am satis-
fiedd the measure should be eontinued and I
support the Bill. When it was originally in-
trodueed, I had just entered Parliament and
was very keen to see this money distributed
to the farmers as it should have heen.

Hon. A. Thomson: As a gift and not as
a loan.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes; we have
fought that out in this House continually and
there is no doubt that eventually quite a
large amount of this money will have to be
written off by the hoard. The Chief Secre-
tary can eorreet me if I am wrong but I
am of the opinion that if the farmer can-
not pay this money, at some future date
he may get release. He ean secure a post-
ponement of payment, and that is import-
ant.

Hon. J. Cornell: I know a few who
settled that for themselves by joining the
Army and leaving their holdings,

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: That is a condi-
tion provided for. If a farmer owes money
to a grocer in his distriet, the minute he en-
lists he is released from that debt. That
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is the provision made for the Army today.
The farmer is not getting any more than
any other man that enlists, The minute a
man goes into khaki nobody can procced
against him. We are not giving anything
special to primary producers.

The Chief Secretary: Yes, we are.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: What?

The Chief Secretary: I will tell you.

Hon. H. V, PIESSE: I hope we are. It
is a change for the primary producers to
get something special! These clauses eover
what is happening every day. Farmers are
abandoning their properties, You, Mr,
President, as the representative of many
farmers, know that men are abandening
their properties and every day the position
is getting worse. The Farmers’ Debts Ad-
justment Aect has been very valuable to
Western Auséralia. It has kept men going
on the land who would otherwise not be
there today.

Houn. A. Thomson: And has preserved the
agsets of the State,

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes. Also it has
given opportunity of discussion where a
man’s debts have to be reviewed. It is pos-
sible for sueh a man to go before the hoard
and state his case and receive relief that
otherwise he could not have obisined. To
a great extent the industry has been pre-
served through this Aect. I support the Bill
and I think all members of this House must
adopt a similar attitude.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East): By interjee-
tion an hon. member said that this should
satisfy me. It does, and I eongratulate the
Government on having brought down the
measure. I am thinking particularly of the
reference to the marginal areas. I do not
think we can do too much to alleviate the
debt position of those people. There seems
to be a sort of general rule to eut down the
debis of those farmers to £1,050. I maintain
that some of the properties eannot stand any
debt at all. T am quite seripus in making
that statement. The State will be fortunate
if the debts of those farmers are wiped out
and the men are able to remain on their pro-
perties.

Hon. J. Cornell: The debt is 90 per cent.
due to the Agricultural Bank.

Hon, G. B. WOOD: That is so. I do not
suggest they should be given the proper-
ties. There should be eontrol so that a man
cannot re-mortgage to somebody else. The
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measure is highly desirable, especially from
the point of view of the people I represent
in the far eastern wheathelt.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (in reply): I
thought the Bill was self-explanatory and
I am somewhat surprised at the eriticism
expressed by Mr. Cornell. I would like to
explain some of the items, especially the one
referred to by Mr, Piesse. The Bill provides
that where the trustees are satisfied that =
farmer bas enlisted as a member of the
Armed Forces, he shall he considered eligible
for consideration by them for a further re-
duetion in the amount of his debt. The
money advanced by the trustees is repayable
over a period of 20 years. In the first three
years nothing has to be repaid, and there-
fore for the 17 years that follow there wonld
have to be one-seventeenth of the total paid
each year if the farmer desired to liquidate
the debt entirely. While a farmer is in the
Forees, whether in Australia or oversea,
that anoual repayment is accumulating
against him. It is perfectly true to say he
would not be asked to make any repayment
during that period, but if when he returns
it is found the aceumulation is such that it
would not be possible for him to meet it
and carry on suceessfully, the trustees have
the power to write it off. I think that is
something better than the privilege the ord-
inary soldier has in regard to debts,

Hon. H. V. Piesse: You are quite right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Bill fur-
ther provides that consideration may be
given to a farmer’s debts where the trustees
are satisfied that the property over which
an advance under the Act has heen secured
by a mortgage or charge, is situated within a
marginal area. I think it must be well known
to Mr. Cornell and every member that there
is a restrietion in operation in regard to
marginal areas. Properties have been re-
valned on a grazing basis and throngh the
wheat stabilisation plan many of those far-
mere will eventually not be allowed to grow
wheat and will have to rely on whatever in-
come they ean secure from the grazing valve
of the properties. If the amount which has
been advanced is written off altogether, a
farmer has no further worry in regard to
that amount. Surely that is worth some-
thing.

Hon. J. Corneli:
stock.

They only give him

[COUNCIL.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know what the hon. member wants, I am
sure.

Hon. J. Corpell: Will they write that off ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am telling
the hon. member that they give considera-
tion to writing down the farmer's debts.
They will deal with each case on its merits.
The next item in the proposed new Suhsec-
tion (3) of Seetion 11 provides that con-
sideration to writing off debts may be given
wherve the trustees ave satisfied—

that a farmer’s debts have been adjusted

under the provisions of the Farmers’ Debis
Adjustment Act, 1930-1934, or this Act, and
since such adjustment the prineipal secured
creditor has voluntarily written down or ad-
justed his debt in favour of the farmer.
That indicates that the creditors of the
farmer are satisfied it is necessary to write
down his indebtedness in order to give him
a chance suceessfully to earry on. By this
Bill we are giving the trustees power to give
further consideration in regard to other
debts. In the case of a farmer who has
abandoned his property on which there is a
heavy mortgage, and the farmer has received
assistance from the trustees, it may be that
1 purchaser will be gunite prepared to pay the
full mortgage on the property but not ac-
cept liability for the advances made by the
trustees. The Bill gives the trustees power
to write off that indebtedness and make pos-
sible a sale that might otherwise be held up.
Properties of that deseription are going
back every year and become more unattrae-
tive as time goes on. With regard to the
provisions of this measure applying to the
estate of a deceased farmer, there are one
or two cases where the widow of a farmer
is not able to carry on mainly because she
has lost her hushand, but, in addition, on
secount of the liability on the place, Surely
we should be prepared in considering a mat-
ter of this kind to give the trustees the right
to take that into consideration. Taking it
all in all the Bill is very desirable, Not-
withstanding that some of our farming
friends are never satisfied—

Several members interjected.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:——1 feel
sure they will appreciate that this is a step
in the right direction,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Commitiee, ele.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—BUSINESS NAMES.
Second Readwmg.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [3.32]: 1
support the second reading of the Bill which
I regard as absolutely necessary. In another
place the Government agreed that the mea-
sure would net be proclaimed until the 1st
January, 194, so as to enable business
people to comply with the requirements ot
the legislation. I suggest to the Chief Sec-
vetary that he postpone the further con-
sideration of the Bill until we meet again
early next year and that will enable business
people to give consideration to the measure.

On motion by Hon. J. A, Dimmitt, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—GOLDMINING INDUSTRY.

Az to Compeasation and Basic Wage
Variations.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. J. Cormell—

That in the opinion eof this Housc compen-
sation payable under the Miner’s Phthisis Act
and the Mine Workers’ Relief Act should be
so adjusted as to ensure to beneficiaries that
the rates of compensation payable to them
uunder those Acts shall be subject to any rise
and fall in the current basic wage,

THE CHIET SECRETARY [3.34]: 1
have discussed this matter with the Minister
for Mines who views the propossal sympath-
etically. It iz necessary to understand that
the Mine Workers' Relief Fund is eontri-
buted to by three parties——the workers, the
employers and the Government. The fand
is adminstered by a committee comprising
two representatives of the workers, two
representatives of the emplovers, and a chair.
man who is the Government nominee. Tho
Minister for Mines advises me that he is
quite prepared to forward to the committee
for ity consideration any resolution dealing
with this subject that the House may see fit
to pass. He is also prepared to give the sug.
gestion every consideration himself.
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Hon, J. Cornell: What did the Minister
say regarding the men who are under the
Miner's Phthisis Act, respecting whom he has
exclusive power?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have al-
ready said that the Minister views the pro.
posal sympathetically. He will give the mat-
ter consideration at the earliest possible
opportunity. I am told that one of the
difficalties is that the Miner’s Phthisis Aci
and the Mine Workers’ Relief Act provide
for varying scales of payment and that will
necessitute careful consideration before 4
satisfactory basis can be reached.

HON. J. CORNELL (South—in reply): L
am very pleased to hear from the Chief Sec-
retary the views expressed by the DMMinister
for Mines, who is an old miner himself and
knows that the old chaps who have fallen
by the wayside are worthy of our best con-
sideration.

Hon. A. Thomson: Everybody is sym-

pathetic.
Hon. J. CORNELL: That is all I need
say,

Question put and passed.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, resclution
transmitted to the Legislative Assembly and
its concurrenee desived therein.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [3.37] in
moving the second reading said: This is
another Bill, the necessity for which arises
out of existing war conditions. The neces-
sity is oceasioned by the fact that the Com-
monwealth has found it requisite under
National Security Regulations to compel the
closing of branches of various banks in many
eities and towns throughout the Common-
wealth, including centres in Western Aus-
tralia. Tn those places where branches of
banks have heen closed down many clicats
have had to transfer their mortgages to
other banks. The object of the Bill is to
relieve such persons of the obligation to pay
stamp daty.

Hon. A. Thomson: A very wise proposal!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is
really all the Bill contains. We think that
in those ecases where farmers, and other
persons, have heen compelled to change from
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one bank to another, stamp duty should not
be collected as in the ease of ordinary trans-
actions. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

(Juestion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopied.

Bill read a third time and pessed.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.53 p.m.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.54]:
the sitting has been suspended for about an
hour pending the receipt of a message from
another place and, as it has not yet been
received, I shall not ask members te remain
any longer, 1 move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.55 p.m,

Tegislative Assembly.
Thursday, 10th December, 1942,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 am,,
and read prayers.

BILL—COMMONWEALTH FOWERS.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands (for
the Premier) and read a first time.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTIONS (10).
CIVIL DEFENCE.
Requisitioned Premises.

Mr. McDONALD asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, With reference to the matter pre-
viously brought to his attention, namely, the
case of an airman’s widow whose premises
were requisitioned for Civil Defence pur-
poses, and whose obligations thereon for
interest, rates, and taxes amount to £100
a year, is he aware that under the National
Seeurity Order made by the Premier, she
has received no rent for the premises for
six months and is still upable to demand any
rent? 2, Will he make represenfations to
the Premier {o amend the National Security
Order, or to the Commonwealth Minister
for Civil Defence, with a view to terminating
this injustice at the earliest possible moment ?

The MINISTER replied: 1, ¥ am not
aware of the present position between the
airman’s widow and the local authority con-
cerned. 2, Full details of this matter were
placed before the Commonwealth authorities
when my attention was previously drawn
to it.

LOTTERIES.

Coninission on Tieket Sales.

Mr. McDONALD asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Police: 1, Dur-
ing the year ended the 30th June, 1942, did
any agent for the sale of lottery tickets re-
ceive eommissions for such sales exeeeding
tn the aggregate £7507 2, If so, how many
agents received commission in excess of that
sum and what was the total commission re-
ceived by each such agent in respect of the
yvear mentioned? (Names of agents are not
nsked.)

The MINISTER FOR THE XNORTH-
WEST replied: 1, Yes. 2, Three, £1,927
16s. 9d., £1,249 12s., £764 55. The above
earnings relate to the period 3rd June, 1941,
{o 28th May, 1942, and include Consulta-
tions No. 95 (opened 3rd June, 1941, closed
7th August, 1941) and No. 104a, drawn 28th
May, 1942. These are the nearest eompleted
Jotteries covered by the period for which
information is required.

AGRICULTURE.
As to Sustemance Allowances and Interest
Rates.
Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Owing to the inereased costs in
primary production, would he give earnest



